
 
 

 

 
  

  
  

ASC – Institutions and Regional Development Conference 

9th Edition: “Cultural Transformation and Regional Development  

in the Era of Artificial Intelligence” 

September 24th–25th, 2026 – Palermo (Italy) 

VENUE: University of Palermo 

Viale delle Scienze, Building 19, 90128 Palermo, Rooms 11-12 

Thursday, September 24 

08:30-09:00 Registration 

09:00-09:30 Welcome Address 
Marcantonio Ruisi (Director of the Department of Economics, Business and Statistics, 
University of Palermo) 

Francesco Cappelli (President of the American Studies Center) 

Alfredo Del Monte (University of Naples Federico II & American Studies Center) 

09:30-10:30 Keynote speech 
Dominique Foray (Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne) 

AI and the New Innovation Economy 

Chair: Alfredo Del Monte (University of Naples Federico II & American Studies Center) 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-13:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS 1 
 
Session 1A – Innovation and Regional Transformation 

Chair: Laura Baraldi (University of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli) 

 

Giorgio Fazio (Newcastle University Business School) 

Public R&D Funding and Firm-Level Outcomes: Evidence from UKRI and the Creative Industries 

(with Hasan Bakhshi, Rodrigo Michel, Alejandro Ramirez-Guerra, Nirat Rujimora) 

Gianluca Orsatti (University of Turin) 

Critical Raw Materials and the Direction of Innovation: Evidence from U.S. Metropolitan Areas 

(with Fabrizio Fusillo, Guido Pialli, Francesco Quatraro, Alessandra Scandura) 

Eleonora Rubichi (University of Turin) 

Navigating Climate Risks: Investor Perceptions and Green Innovation 

(with Gianluca Orsatti, Francesco Quatraro) 

Pietro Pizzuto (University of Palermo) 

How Do Public Spending Cuts Affect Regional Innovation in Europe? 

(with Khatereh Yarveisi) 

  

Session 1B – Regional Policy, Fiscal Policy and Public-Sector Resilience  

Chair: Antonio Acconcia (University of Naples Federico II) 

 

Debora Gambina (University of Palermo) 

The Time Efficiency of the NGEU Plan in Italy 



 
 

(with Fabio Mazzola) 

Carla Ronza (University of Naples Federico II) 

From Funding to Spending: Municipal Financial Constraints and Cohesion Policy Implementation 

(with Antonio Acconcia, Claudia Cantabene, Alessandro de Iudicibus, Sara Moccia) 

Paolo Mustica (University of Messina) 

Do Special Economic Zones Boost Employment? Evidence from a Meta-Analysis 

(with Michele Limosani, Emanuele Millemaci, Fabio Monteforte) 

Federico Zampollo (GSSI – Gran Sasso Science Institute) 

Post-disaster Regional Institutional Quality and Geographical Mobility 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:00 Keynote speech 
Simona Iammarino (GSSI – Gran Sasso Science Institute) 

Digital Technologies, Monopoly and Regional Inequality in the U.S. 

Chair: Alessandra Faggian (GSSI – Gran Sasso Science Institute) 

15:00-15:30 Coffee break 

15:30-17:30 PARALLEL SESSIONS 2 
 
Session 2A – Globalization, Firms and Economic Geography 

Chair: Anna Giunta (Roma Tre University) 

 

Emmanuel Caiazzo (University of Naples Parthenope) 

Chinese International Aid and U.S. Soft Power 

(with Mariarosaria Carillo) 

Vieri Calogero (Bicocca University) 

Uncertainty Shocks, Firm Strategies, and the Regional Reconfiguration of Production Networks in 
Europe 

(with Luca Bettarelli, Pietro Pizzuto e Laura Resmini) 

Enrico Marvasi (Roma Tre University) 

Firms’ Export Diversification and Risk Sharing in Global Value Chains 

(with Anna Giunta, Eleonora Pierucci, Domenico Scalera) 

Francesco Scianna (University of Palermo) 

Fiscal-Monetary Interactions: The Role of Debt Maturity 

(with Luca Bettarelli, Davide Furceri, Francesco Frangiamore, Anh Dinh Minh Nguyen) 

  
Session 2B – Mafia, Political Control and Institutional Order  

Chair: Luca Pennacchio (University of Naples Parthenope) 

 

Giuseppe De Feo (University of Liverpool Management School) 

Mafia and Social Order 

(with Victoria Biagi, Giacomo De Luca) 

Rosalia Greco (Bank of Italy) 

Mafia Infiltration and Ownership Dynamics in Italian Companies during COVID-19 

(with Roberta De Luca, Giovanni Immordino, Tommaso Oliviero) 

Antonio Schiavone (University of Bologna) 

Multiple Preferences, Single Choice: Mafia Monitoring and Electoral Control 

(with Alessio Carrozzo Magli, Ruben Durante) 

Marco Di Cataldo (London School of Economics & Ca' Foscari University of Venice) 

Mafia Connections: Infiltration in Corporate Ownership 

(with Adriano Amati, Monica Billio, Giovanni Mastrobuoni) 

20:00 Social Dinner 
Circolo Bellini - Via Garibaldi, 1 - 90133 Palermo 



 
 

Friday, September 25 

09:30-10:30 Keynote speech 
Gianmarco Ottaviano (Bocconi University) 

AI Unbound: Digital Infrastructure, AI Adoption, and Firm Performance 

Chair: Alberto Zazzaro (University of Naples Federico II) 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-13:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS 3 
 
Session 3A – Migration and Refugees  

Chair: Maria Rosaria Carillo (University of Naples Parthenope) 

 

Kateryna Tkach (GSSI – Gran Sasso Science Institute) 

Does the “Beaten Path” Break? Spatial Distribution of Ukrainian Immigrants and Refugees in 
Germany, Poland and Italy 

(with Alessandra Faggian, Alessandra Michelangeli) 

Alberto Zazzaro (University of Naples Federico II) 

Discrimination of Immigrants in Mortgage Pricing: Evidence from Italy 

(with Paolo Emilio Mistrulli e Md Taslim Uddin) 

Anna Solms (Halle Institute for Economic Research (IWH), Germany) 

Refugee Inflows and Regional Adjustment in Ageing Economies: A Dynamic Spatial General 
Equilibrium Analysis 

Saverio Simonelli (University of Naples Federico II) 

Agglomeration, Segregation and Imperial Origins 

(with Ester Faia, Edward L. Glaeser, Martina Viarengo) 

  
Session 3B – AI, Digitalization and Knowledge Diffusion  

Chair: Alessandro De Iudicibus (University of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli) 

 

Massimiliano Coda Zabetta (University of Turin) 

AI Scientific Knowledge and Green Technological Diversification: Evidence from U.S. 
Metropolitan Areas 

(with Francesco Quatraro) 

Lorien Sabatino (Politecnico di Torino) 

From Connectivity to Creativity: Broadband and Patent Activity 

(with Carlo Cambini, Pierluigi Murro, Fabiano Schivardi, Francesco Sobbrio) 

Marco Sforza (Roma Tre University) 

Digitalization, Sectoral Evolution, and Technical Efficiency: Evidence from Europe 

(with Mariarosaria Agostino, Anna Giunta, Sabrina Ruberto) 

Sergio Gabriel Petralia (Utrecht University) 

Actionable Disclosure in Patents: How Open Code Reduces Barriers to Knowledge Diffusion 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:00 Keynote speech 
Andrea Conte (Joint Research Centre – European Commission) 

Competitiveness and Territorial Cohesion Post-2027: Perspectives, Quantitative Assessment, 
and Policy Options 

Chair: Fabio Mazzola (University of Palermo) 

 

15:00-15:30 Coffee break 

15:30-17:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS 4 
 
Session 4A – Crime  

Chair: Tommaso Oliviero (University of Naples Federico II) 

 



 
 

Daria Denti (GSSI – Gran Sasso Science Institute) 

Justice Efficiency and Crime Deterrence 

(with Marco Di Cataldo) 

Luigi Balletta (University of Naples Federico II) 

Organized Crime and the Structure of the Economy: Evidence from a Quasi-Natural Experiment 

(with Mario Lavezzi) 

Giovanni Immordino (University of Naples Federico II) 

Organized Crime and the Supply and Demand of Good Politicians 

(with Francesco Drago, Armando Miano) 

  
Session 4B – Health Economics  

Chair: Sara Moccia (University of Naples Federico II) 

 

Carla Guerriero (University of Naples Federico II) 

Internet Access and Patient Mobility for Cancer Care in Italy 

(with Rosella Levaggi, Paolo Li Donni, Sara Moccia) 

Paolo Li Donni (University of Palermo) 

Hospital Choice with a Partially Observed Outside Option: Evidence from Elective Surgery in the 
Italian NHS 

(with Valentino Dardanoni, Vincenzo Prete) 

Nicola Pontarollo (University of Brescia) 

When Do Peer Effects Matter? Social Trust and Health Behaviors in an Urban–Rural 
Metropolitan Area 

(with Lucia Leporatti, Rosella Levaggi, Marcello Montefiori) 

 


